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Grading:

25%- Scale Tests and Playing Tests 

25%- Improvement/Progress/Achievement

10%- Weekly Practice Sheets  (Practice sheets will be due on Mondays)

20%- Participation/concert attendance

10%- Conduct/Attitude

10% - Enrichment Activities

Tests will include performing scale tests or etude performances in class, as well as playing evaluation using the smartmusic program available at school.  If you would like to learn more about the use of smartmusic in class or the possibilities of this as a practice tool at home, go to:  www.smartmusic.com

Enrichment Activities (For more options share your ideas with Mr. Kucera)

Private Lessons on your band instrument. -  2 points per lesson

Extra performance group which meets weekly (MS Jazz Band, small school group). – 7 points

Practicing 30 minutes more than class maximum per week. – 2 points per occasion

Extra performance group which meets weekly outside of school (church group, select chorus group, show choir etc.).  - 5 points

One-time performance on your instrument outside of school (church performance, festival performance). – 5 points

Complete and turn in the practice practicing sheet.   2 points per sheet

Perform extra scales for Mr. Kucera.  2-10 points

Extra help on your music.  2-4 points

Listen to a recording of a piece we are playing in band outside of class and write a review.   3-10 points.

Concert review:  go to a concert (not rock) and complete a write-up (3 paragraphs).  Follow paragraph format on website.  Turn in a program and a parent note and you will earn 3 points.  Complete the written assignment and receive more!  3-10 points 

Internet exploration of something we are working on in band which relates to the piece.  Visit at least four websites and write down what you have learned and thoughts.  3-10 points

Read a music article and write a review.  3-6 points

Composition of a piece for your instrument or group of instruments.  Have the piece performed live or turn in a recording of it along with your music.  3-8 points

Computer work on music programs.  Visit with me about your ideas.  1-10 points

Watch a music video in the music library in Mr. Kucera’s office and write a review.  3-10 points

Audition for an honor band.  – 5 points

Solo performance at Malcolm contest. – 10 points

Small group performance at Malcolm contest. – 5 points

Extra performances of music using the smartmusic program.   – 3 points per performance

Attend a concert in District 145 which you are not participating in and complete a review with program. – 3-8 points

Band updates:  

Visit the Waverly band website regularly to keep up to date with happenings in the band program.  (http://waverlyvikingband.org).  You may follow Mr. Kucera on twitter:  www.twitter/jimkucera.  Updates will be posted as well on the Waverly Viking Band page on facebook. 

Concert Attire:

Jeans, tee shirts, shorts, and sweatshirts are not permissible.  All students need to "dress up" for performances.  Students are representing their group, school, and themselves in performances.  This aids in preparing students for their high school experience where students are expected to dress appropriately for all performances and field trips in all classes.  If a student has difficulty locating the appropriate clothing for performances please visit with either Mr. Kucera or Mr. Rohlfs as soon as possible, and we will assist you in your search.  The 8th grade band will have a separate uniform which will be used for all performances.  More information on this will be given to the students soon. 

Supplies:  

There will be some supplies available in the band office for students to purchase.  Items need to be paid for prior to receiving the needed supplies. It is suggested that students visit the local music stores in Lincoln or Omaha for supplies, which are needed (reeds, oil, and etc.). 

Repairs:  

If your child's band instrument is in need of repair it may be sent with a music store representative if you so choose, however, parents/students will need to go to the music store to pick-up their instrument and pay for repairs prior to release of the instrument.  If you do take the instrument in for repair please send a note with your child to school indicating this for verification.  The reps usually stop by our school on Mondays and Tuesdays.  Schedules are not always firm.  If we provide you the service of sending the instrument in, the store is instructed to call parents to give a repair analysis as well as a quote for the cost of the necessary repairs. 

Class expectations:

1.   No gum or candy.  

2.   No visiting while group is playing in rehearsal or performance and while instructions are being

      communicated.  If you are not playing in a rehearsal you should be studying your music.

3.   Treat everybody in the ensemble with respect. 

4.   Respect all equipment in the classroom.

5.   Don’t bring anything to class which may cause a distraction to your learning or the learning of others.

Detentions if needed will be handled after school as stated in the Middle School Handbook.  Four tardies will result in one after school detention.

MS Jazz Band is open to those in grades seven and eight.  This will start in late October.  Auditions will take place 1-2 weeks prior to the start of Jazz band.  

Rental of school instruments:  

The school has many expensive band instruments on hand which students and parents are usually unable to provide.  It costs much to maintain these instruments.  Students using a school instrument will pay $50.00 per school year to rent these instruments.  This fee will be used to pay for repairs and upkeep of the school instruments.  The fees are payable by the end of the first and third quarter in $25.00 increments.  Students may use their “Golden Accounts” held by the Band Boosters to pay for this fee.   Instruments in this category include:  bass clarinets, tenor saxes, bari saxes, piccolos, French horns, baritones, tuba, and percussion.

Tentative Performance Dates:

Nov. 2 – MS Vocal and 6th grade band concert

Dec. 6  - 7th and 8th grade band concert

Jan. 14 – 8th Grade All-State band @ Kearney

Feb. 11 – Band Booster Soup Supper and Concert

Feb. 25 – York Middle School Honor Band (7th and 8th grade)

Mar. 9  – Eastern Midland Conference MS Band Festival @ Waverly MS

Mar. 15 and 16 – Malcolm Music Contest  (7th and 8th grade)

Mar. 31 – Blair Honor Band (7th and 8th grade)

April 23 – MS Vocal and 6th band concert

April 28 – 8th Band to Band Festival at Worlds of Fun in KC.

May 3 – 7th and 8th band concert

Reminder:  For up to date info on the MS band program log on to: http://waverlyvikingband.org or follow the Waverly Viking Band on facebook.

I am looking forward to a very positive and exciting year for the MS instrumental music groups.  Please feel free to call me if you have any questions.

PARENT SIGNATURE RETURN SHEET 
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Parents:

Please fill out this slip, sign it and return it to school.  Call, email, or visit our band home page if you have any questions or concerns.
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Date_______________

I/we have reviewed the band handbook with __________________________________________.
                                                                                         (student's name)

------------

My child  is / isn't  taking private lessons on his / her band instrument.

______________________________ __________________
(private teacher)                                   (phone)

(The private lesson info helps me keep my lists up-to-date.)

------------

[ ] We have put the concert dates on our calendar so that everyone is sure when the concerts are coming up!

[ ]  We do not have easy access to the Internet, so please send home a paper copy of class updates.  

------------

_________________________________
(parent signature)

__________________________________
(parent email address) 

THIS SHEET IS DUE BACK BY WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24, 2011. 

 
